


1853. 

ion to 
d Ad- 
honor 
ession 
Jhrist 
8 sub- 
0 be- 
testi- 
’ that 
ed all 
0ken, 
ch it 
r pre- 
nd be 
e en- 
irit of 
ON, 


853. 
ar on 
“din 
that 
rings 
vidu- 
vital 
tance 
488 it, 
ning 
, and 
have 
1 the 
veing 
t de- 
ener- 
‘iples 
n to 
lared 
our,” 


eded 


con- 
1800 
any 
The 
stian 
mple 
and 
jom- 
sim- 
hich 
an & 
roof. 
rmy 
ined 
sity; 
irist 
Tuc- 


OWB; 
eiv- 


for, 
this 
and 
raw 
the 
rity 
can 
ion, 
ana 
ruit 
und 
ich. 
ege 


ure 
ved 
cht 
All 
ite, 
| of 

is, 


ck 


J 
r 


ing 


r 


ar- 


pUBLISHED SEMI-WEEKLY,] 


VOL. IL. 


DEVOTED TO THE SOVER 


BROOKLYN, N. Y., JUNE 22, 1853. 


THE CIRCULAR. 


EIGNTY OF JESUS CHRIST. 




















_—_ . 
TERMS. 
Tue Cincunar is published by Communists, and 
for Communists. Its main object is to help the ed- 
ucation of several confederated Associations, who 
are practically devoted to the Pentecost principle 
of conmunity of property. Nearly all of its 
readers outside of those Associations are Commu- 
nists in principle, It is supported almost entirely 
by the free contributions of this Communist con- 
stituency. A Paper with such objects and such 
resources, cannot properly be offered for sale.— 
Freely we receive, and we freely give. Whoever 
pishes to read The Circular, can have it wirnovr 
PAYING, OR PROMISING To PAY, by applying through 
the mail, or at 43, Willow Place, Brooklyn. I 
any one chooses to pay, he may send TWO DOLLARS 
for the yearly volume ; but he must not require us 
ta keep his accounts. We rely on the Sree gifts of 
the Family Circle for which we labor. 
ra Communications should be addressed to— 
“Tur Crrcviar, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 
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The true Motive for Spirituality. 

We should seek the spiritual mind in 
order to do justice. We may seek it for 
our own comfort and peace, and for vari- 
ous personal reasons; but the motive 
which will bring us into real sympathy 
with God and the universe of truth, is a 
patriotic motive, and is, that we may do 
justice, A man who has any nobleness, 
wants to do justice to others, in all things: 
and if he reflects, he will be sure that he 
can do justice only in a crude, superficial 
way, unless he is spiritually minded. It 
is the spiritual mind only that can see 
deep, interior truth, and can read char- 
acter. A man who is not spiritually mind- 
ed is doing injustice—outrageous injus- 
tice, unconsciously, all the time. That 
is the charge against the world with ref- 
erence to God. They glorify him not 
as God, neither are thankful, because 
their foolish hearts are darkened. They 
do not know enough to glorify him and be 
thankful. Do you say, they are not then 
to blame? They are to blame for not be- 
ing spiritually minded, so as to see what 
they have to be thankful for. We may 
go along under immense indebtedness to 
the spiritual world for benefits of all kinds, 
without being conscious of the source of 
our blessings; but it will not do for us to 
say that we cannot help it, and that we 
must continue in this unconscious state, 
ignorant of our benefactors. We should 
have a zeal to do justice to God, to Jesus 
Christ, the Primitive church and the an- 
gels, and to appreciate what they have 
done for us. We should not be willing 
to receive benefits without acknowledging 
them, and making such return in the way 
of heart-service as becomes us ; for that 
isa condition lower than the brutes— 
‘The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib; but Israel doth not 
know, my people do not consider.’ 

There is an infinite sphere of glorious 
truth, exhibiting the immensity of God’s 
love, in the cross of Christ, that is all 
shut to us so long as we are in the coarse, 
crude state of thought, which the animal 
life breeds; and our minds in that case 


are not only shut off from what would be | finement. 


beautiful to us, and would expand our 


imagination, but we are in no condition|ant interchange—but with hard, cold, 
tohave the heart and feelings expand, | isolated character, conversation is difficult, 
and do justice to the nobleness of Christ. | except on coarse themes. All social enjoy- 
Suppose we go to hear a splendid overture | ment, all politeness, all benevolence, that 
or opera, and our taste for music has} is worth any thing, must have a spiritual 
never been cultivated at all, we are in| mind for its basis—spiritual discernment, 
no condition to do justice to the compo-| and spiritual geniality of heart and life. 


condition to do justice to Jesus Christ, or 
to the God who sent him, while we are 
in the mind of the flesh. That mind is 
too coarse, and has too little spiritual dis- 
cernment, to enable it to look into the 
mysteries of the cross of Christ. The 
Primitive church, and angels, are enrap- 
tured with them, but they are too eleva- 
ted for the carnal mind to perceive. 
There are beautiful, glorious stores of 
truth in the Primitive church, and among 
the angels—oceans of spiritual music in 
their characters and history—which we 
have no access to, except as we become 
spiritually minded; in the common state 
of apprehension, the angelic world isa 
dream to us,—a nonentity. Well, the 
Primitive church can afford to do without 
our praise; but we cannot afford to live 
without doing justice to the glorious spir- 
its which God has made and trained. 
The highest praise of the kingdom of 
God is, that it isa kingdom of spiritual 
justice. We have sham justice in the 
world; what is called civilization is a sys- 
tem to secure justice. The law is ar- 
ranged to save persons’ property; but up- 
on consideration it will be seen to be the 
coarsest of all shams. It prevents certain 
outward acts of wrong; but under cover 
of it the world is full of acts of decep- 
tion, cruelty and abuse. The kingdom of 
God is to come in and fill a space that is 
not touched by the laws and courts ot 
this world; i. e., to make us do spiritual 
justice; and that is not possible only 
among persons who are spiritually mind- 
ed, and are capable of seeing the inner 
truth of characters and hearts around 
them, and who love good and hate evil. 
We need not expect real justice from 
any one who has not faith ; for faith is 
the refining element which connects us 
with the spiritual world, and makes us 
spiritual. If a man has no faith, how- 
ever cultivated he may be in the world, he 
is a coarse-minded man; he is indifferent 
to God and the angels and the Primitive 
church; he knows and cares little about 
them, and of course he is doing outra- 
geous injustice to his greatest benefactors. 
And if he treats them so, of course he 
will treat man so, that is , he will do the 
same injustice to all that part of man that 
is invisible, that he does to God and 
Christ. Paul prayed to be delivered 
‘from unreasonable and wicked men: 
for all men have not faith.’ This was 
as much as to say, that a man who 
has no faith is unreasonable and wicked. 
In the Jaw and nature of things, a man 
without faith is a brute; let his educa- 
tion in the world be what it may, he is 
egotistical, coarse, and cruel to refined 
life. 
Social music depends on this same re- 
In approaches to spiritual life, 
conversation is easy and musical—a pleas- 


itually minded—the world has not.— 
There is no scheme of education, no mor- 
al or spiritual machinery in the world, 
that can make us spiritually minded.— 
And the difficulty is plain. We com- 
mence existence as animals; our first at- 
tachment of life is to flesh; and that at- 
tachment grows with our growth, and 
‘strengthens with our strength. To be 
carnally minded, is to have the mind 
turned fleshward; that is, to be engrossed 
with the flesh and its interests. The first 
condition, then, in order to become spirit- 
ually minded, is to have that attachment 
broken, and have a life that is pervaded 
by other life that looks spiritward—that 
is enveloped and engrossed in spirit, in- 
stead of matter. This is a very great 
change; a change that involves death and 
the resurrection. It is required that 
something draw us away from our first at- 
tachment, and make another attachment; 
and the power to do that must be very 
strong. The only machinery that can ef- 
fect that change in us, is an attraction 
proceeding from the inner center. ‘ That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the spirit is spirit ;’ 
and as all the machinery of the world is 
born of the flesh, and only goes to in- 
crease the influence of the carnal mind, 
our salvation depends upon our being 
drawn out of the flesh, by an inward at- 
traction to the Spirit of truth. Accord- 
ingly there is no other name under heay- 
en given among men whereby we may be 
saved, except Jesus Christ. He came out 
from the Father as the Son of God. His 
spirit was an almighty spirit, and came 
in connection with flesh, so as to get be- 
tween us and the flesh, and introduce in- 
to the seat of the difficulty an almighty 
attraction that would draw us away from 
the flesh to the spirit. He perfected his 
introduction to the flesh, and made good 
his foothold against all infernal powers— 
He proved himself able to do that thing 
for us, when ‘ he offered himself through 
the Eternal Spirit to God,’ and ‘was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father” That was a great transaction, 
and brought a perfect remedy into the 
flesh—the moral and spiritual machinery 
necessary for the work. ‘As Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of man be lifted up; that whoso- 
ever believeth on him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.’ ‘If we live af- 
ter the flesh we shall die-—‘ Dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return,’— 
All dust is absorbed into dust—flesh 
must perish; but the Son of man was lift- 
ed up, so that we need not perish, but 
have everlasting life. Christ, by securing 
the attention to his life, as revealed on 
the cross, gets hold of our spirits suffi- 
ciently to draw them out from their en- 
grossment in the flesh. There is a spirit- 
ual suction in the cross; it isa great 
spiritual vortex; and if it once gets our 
attention, it will draw us in. 

One reason why the cross of Christ 
purges our sins is, that we cannot look 
into that transaction steadily without los- 
ing our egotism. It was such a marvel- 


can be compared to nothing better than 
the ‘great’ white throne, before which 
heaven and earth fled away.’ When ego- 
tism dies, then begins the play of spirit- 
ual life between us and heaven, and dark- 
ness passes off. It is better not to at- 
tempt the cure of egotism in any other 
way. There may be alleviations of it, 
and approximations to spirituality by 


egotism is in seeing the Lamb of God.— 
On the day of Pentecost, Peter held up 
Christ, and the Jews’ hardness and cru- 
elty in not appreciating him, and in kill- 
ing him. They were ‘pricked to the 
heart;’ and the moment the word went 
forth that he was reconciled to them, and 
that all he wanted was that they should 
believe on him, they at once found ego- 
tism all gone—no man said that aught 
that he possessed was his own, but laid all 
at the apostles’ feet. Their egotism was 


Christ. It was like the fire that came 
down on Elijah’s sacrifice, and burned up 
the wood, and licked up the water that 
was inthe trench. Paul saw wonderful 
beauty in the cross of Christ ; his whole 
attention was absorbed by it. He count- 
ed all things but loss for the knowledge 
of Christ ; and this he said in the face 
of the schools of the highest morality and 
refinement that the world ever produced. 
The Jewish school was a model of mo- 
rality, and the Greek of refirement.— 
‘The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks 
seek after wisdom ;’ but Paul said ‘ Christ 
was the power of God and the wisdom of 
God.’ The foolishness of God is wiser 
than men, and able to destroy egotism. 
It is the foolishness of the heart which 
makes people dove. Again, Paul says, ‘I 
came not unto you with excellency of 
speech, or of wisdom; for I determined 
to know nothing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.’ He relied en- 
tirely on the spiritual power which would 
come upon men by the discovery of the 
cross, as a means of educating and refin- 
ing them, and making them spiritually 
minded.—Home-Talk. 





What I am most sure of. 

As an individual, there is every thing 
to persuade me to humility, and docility, 
and communism of the heart. Looking 
over the whole field of intellectual survey, 
I enquire of myself, what do I most 
certainly know—what is the surest thing 
of all others to me? and the answer is, 
of all things that I know, this is the 
surest, that I know but very little— 
When I dig to the bottom, this is the 
lowest stone upon which my individual 
wall is built; I am sure that I am a very 
limited, ignorant creature, and most of 
the things above that layer of truth, I 
am not so sure of. A negation of my 
capacity is at the bottom of all my ca- 
pacity for knowledge. I know that I am 
inexpressibly ignorant, a good deal better 
than I know that the earth goes round 
the sun. This is one thing that per- 
suades me to humility. 


Then the second surest thing which I 











vers, or performers. No more are we in 


God has the means of making us spir- 


ous display of the opposite spirit, that it 


know, is an excellent complement of the 
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other means ; but the only final cure of 


blown away with a puff, by a view of 
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first. I know that some other being be- 
sides myself is infinite in knowledge. Of 
course I cannot see infinite distances, but 
I can see enough around me to show me 
that the universe is full of somebody else’s 
intelligence, which is, compared with my 
intelligence, as the ocean to a drop. 

Here is the true recognition of the me, 
and the not-me. The recognition of the 
original me is the negation of all knowl- 
edge; and the recognition of the not-me 
is the recognition of infinite intelligence 
out of me. Both of these views are rea- 
sons for humility and docility, They 
persuade to Communism. The me must 
subside into the not-me; and then by vir- 
tue of Communism, it knows all things; 
but the moment it relapses into the me, 
it knows nothing. 





The True Poet, 


“He who takes not counsel of the Unseen and 
Silent. from him will never come real visibility 
und speech.”—Carlyle. 

The true poet sings to God. The in- 
ward, central, and eternally real, the 
Cause of causes, is what his perceptions 
are turned to. To the outward and inane, 
he talks not. He does not stop when he 
sees all that is visible to the physical 
eye, and talk of its beauty only; but he 
goes inward undil he finds the Source of 
all that is beautiful, noble, and sublime 
around him—God. 

David is the true poet, his is the tru- 
est poetry that ever was written. He 
sings to God. His praise is ever on his 


tongue. To join him in his song he sum- 
mons all nature Sun, moon, and 


stars, which shine forever in the vault 
of heaven—earth with all her varied off- 
spring—her myriad forms of life—the 
mountains, hills, rocks, vales, and seas— 
tire, hail, and snow, and vapor—winds, 
storms, and deeps—all men, all nations, 
kindreds, peoples, tongues—the heaven 
of heavens—angels and seraphims, and 
all the innumerable hosts that people 
Giod’s great universe; all these he calls 
upon topraise Him who is their Source and 


Author. His attitude to God is ever 
that of thanksgiving and praise. In it 
his heart flows forth continually. He 


deals not in windy, turgid, and high- 
sounding expressions—without meaning. 
He is plain, simple, and majestic as na- 
ture herself. He praises God for his 
goodness and loving kindness, for his right- 
eousness and his judgment, for all his won- 
derfiul works—his dealings with his peo- 
ple, and love to his servant. This is the 
true poetic attitude. When we get our 
hearts attuned to the same pitch that 
David’s heart was, then poetry will flow 
from our tongues and pens, as freely, and 
as spontaneously, as it did from his.— 
David wrote poetry as easily and freely as 
he breathed. His poetry was the out- 
gushing of a heart filled with God’s love. 
Praise is the offspring of love. T. 


Effects of the Imagination. 


The imagination, and (what in most 
cases is the:same thing) the conscience, 
is a department of life, exterior to the 
heart, but interior to the corporeal senses. 
This is the department on which evil spir- 
its chiefly work in the case of those whose 
hearts are cleansed. It may be conceived 
of as an atmosphere surrounding the in- 
ner life, through which all the impressions 
of the senses must pass on their way to 
the seat of consciousness. Hence if this 
department is defiled and darkened by 
accusations, anxieties, and the presence 
of evil spirits, the whole external world 








is seen through a gloomy medium. The 
brightest heavens and the greenest earth 
seem like sepulchers to the hypochondri- 
ac. The cause is not in the heavens and 
the earth, but in the dismal spiritual at- 
mosphere through which the man sees 
them. So on the other hand, all nature 
is full of glory, to one whose imagination 
and conscience is serene and filled with 
God. If we ourselves dwell in love, no 
matter where else we dwell; the universe 
will seem to us full of the poetry of love. 
The charm of paradise is in ourselves. 


2 


—In the exercise of gratitude, it is not ne- 
cessary to have in mind some great thing to be 
thankful for. Gratitude to God isa pure spirit, 
of precisely the same character, no matter what 
the occasion is, that draws it out. The most in- 
significant occasion may excite it in our hearts.— 
In looking at a new flower—we peep into the uni- 
verse of God’s beauty; and it may carry the 
electricity of God’s love to us, perhaps better than 
some great discovery. If we want gratitude to 
become an all penetrating element, we must 
recognize and nourish all the grateful emotions 
that we have. 
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Catuoiic Community.—A late Tribune contains 
a sketch of a German Catholic Community in Mil- 
waukie, Wis. We do not learn from this sketch 
how large the Community now is, or was originally, 
or when it was established, but we conclude that it 
isnot large, and has existed only a few years. The 
community owns 60 acres of land, 15 of which 
have been cleared; but it tolerates no priyate 
property. The original Community emigrated 
from Old Bavaria, under two Catholic Priests. 
The writer of the sketch, a German traveller, 
who visited the Community in September, 1852, 
says the brothers and sisters live in separate 
houses, “each brother occupying a small and 
modest, but also convenient cell.” Yet he adds 
that “they are not, properly, monks and nuns— 
celibacy being altcgether voluntary.” (Query: 
are the men and women afraid of one another?) 
The following paragraph describes their manner of 
life : 

“ These people have not yet attained any stri- 
king degree of prosperity, but they have a good 
confidence, and although they work hard they live 
simply, and happily. ‘The brethren, who are not 
distinguished by any peculiarity of dress, appeared 
to me as mild and harmless persons, in whom 
certainly the intellectual spark, which God has 
placed in every image of himself, has hardly be- 
come a flame, who read nothing but two or three 
prayer-books, and who neither have any cultiva- 
tion nor wish for it. The sisters wear a black, 
uniform dress, which reminds one more of the 
convent, than their deportment. They also work 
in the field, often drive into the city, and sell po- 
tatoes and other vegetables. _Home-sickness was 
no longer known by these worthy folks. They 
wished for no change in their quiet life, expressed 
themselves perfectly content, and thanked St. 
Francis, that he had not only happily led them to 
the new world, but had also taken their little 
colony under his special favor. 





A Crazy Customer. 

Mr. Hamilton, writing from Oneida, gives the 
following account of a late visitation at the Com- 
munity : 

“During our meeting last evening, Mr. H., 
who had been staying with the children, came 
and whispered to me that there was a stranger in 
the Reception Room who wished to see me. He 
had inquired for Mr. Noyes—wanted to talk with 
him. Onentering the room I felt instinctively 
that here was a case. Mr. H. introduced me to 
the man—he said his name was Baker, and he 
wanted to talk with me. He looked very much 
like W. S. H., and I surmised he was some sort of 
a spiritualist, and that he was secking to deliver 
himself. He said he was from Syracuse, and was 
belated in getting here—would like to stay all 
night, and in the morning ‘have some talk with 
you.’ I questioned him closely, and he said, ‘I 
will frankly tell you who I am—I want to have 
some talk with Mr. Noyes. I know all about 
your history. At the time you were driven from 
Putney I was taken up in Rochester as a crazy 
man and put in the Utica Asytum—was there un- 
til Dr. Brigham died, when I escaped to New Eng- 
land—was taken and sent to Rochester, and kept 
two years in the poor house, and escaped about 
two months ago: and have been at work at the 
carpenter’s trade.’ I felt full of good-nature to- 
wards him—told himI would be frank with him, 
and if his object was to know our faith, we 
would inform him; but did not wish him to teach 
us, a8 we knew what we were about, and were 


quietly pursuing our business. Said he, ‘If you 
can keep me all night, in the morning I will have 
some conyersation with you.’ I told him we 
would keep him all night, but did not wish to 
have him try to teach us. We did not proselyte: 
and did not want to be proselyted. Te must re- 
member that he was our guest, and must abide by 
our rules. At this he arose in great dudgeon, 
and handed me a handbill, and said, ‘ This will 
show you my position. I was born and brought 
up in this region, crucified and plowed in, &c., 
and I thought it would not be fair to pass you by 
without calling on you.’ I read his handbill. It 
was foolish stuff—some like Snow’s effusions, be- 
ginning with ‘40,000 gold-diggers wanted: and 
closing with the ‘ Man of Destiny.’ I told him it 
was as I suspected, that he came to teach us, and 
we did not choose to have him. He was quite 
excited, and said, ‘This is just as I expected. I 
am glad to find this out. You belong to the 
Eastern Perfectionists, don’t you?’ I told him 
we did. ‘ Well, said he, ‘We will see which will 
beat. We willsee if New England Perfectionists 
are going to rule New York Perfectionists. We 
will see which will beat; &c.” and took his hat 
and went off.” 





== The best thing we can say of the weath- 
er these days is, that ‘it is a fine, growing time,’ 
and must be especially helpful to the Water-Cure 
establishments, as it gives all hands plentiful 
sweats in the natural way, without feather-beds 
or packing. Our friends at Wallingford say that 
the thermometer stood there at 95 in the shade 
yesterday. It réached 98 in New-York, accord- 
ing to the morning papers. At the time of ma- 
king up this paper, it stands at 99 in the coolest 
part of our back yard. 





== A couple of friends traveling in Northern 
Vermont lately, had occasion to wait several hours 
at a Hotel ina country-village, where they had 
the use of a room, supper, and all needed atten- 
tion, and the charge for the whole was 20 cents 
each! In the city, the same treatment, with some 
addition of dirt and splendor, would have cost, 
probably, two dollars. The instances of modest 
hospitality, that one occasionally meets with in 
retired country-places, are as refreshing to faith 
in humanity, as the astonishing bills of city-enter- 
tainment are the reverse. 





== We are informed that B. F. Cooley, the 
adventurer who figured in Prescott, Mass., some 
years since, as asort of second A. J. Davis, and 
subsequently for ‘spite and speculation’ published 
a mutilated edition of the ‘Bible Argument,’ con- 
tained in our First Annual Report, having got 
into trouble by loose ways of making money, was 
arrested lately, and has at last landed in the In- 
sane Asylum at Worcester. 





== We are pleased to see evidence of the 
genuineness of the proclamation of the rebel Chief 
in China, in the following reference to it by Bay- 
ard Taylor in a letter from Shanghae :— 

Report says that the rebel leader, Ting-Tuk- 
Whang, has some knowledge of English. It is not 
doubted but that two of his generals must have 
been pupils of the late Missionary Gutzlaff—as is 
evident from certain expressions used in their 
“Religious proclamation,” in which they openly 
avow the doctrines of Christianity. 





Frowers, &c.—A bunch of Laurel flowers, 
that were brought in by a friend from the country, 
have been a source of simple pleasure to us here, 
from the discovery of a little secret in their form- 
ation, which we think our readers may not have 
noticed. Perhaps if we tell it, they will be in- 
duced to take a nearer view of this beauty of na- 
ture before its season is past. Looking into the 
half-opened flower, you will see that the stamens 
are not upright around the pistil, as in other cups 
of Flora’s making; but are bent, and the anther 
inserted ina little socket in the corolla. This 
just makes a pretty parasol of the flower, the 
pistil answering for the handle. Spread the cor- 
rolla open, and the bent stamens will spring from 
their confinement, and the flying dust shows you 
that it was alla mechanical contrivance for the 
scattering of the pollen, which is thus effected 
just at the right time, when the full opening of 
the flower manifests its maturity. Paley might 
have mentioned this as a wonderful instance of 
intelligent design in the work of creation. 

The friend who gathered this flower for us, ex- 
presses his surprise that so beautiful a shrub is 
left to its wildness ; and suggests the idea of ma- 
king hedges of the laurel, as it is an evergreen, and 
a hardy,close-woven plant. It has the reputation, 
we believe, of being poisonous to sheep and cattle, 
but we do not imagine these creatures would re- 





sort to it, except in a famishing state. Its beau- 





— 
ty makes us hope that the disaffection which ex- 
ists towards it will prove to be a prejudice. 
—Speaking of poisonous plants reminds us of the 
Ailanthus, a tree very common in this city, and 
which has a peculiar odor that is disagreeable. anq 
said to be poisonous. On this ground, the city 
of Washington has excluded it from being one of 
the shade-trees of the city. Now it was an Ailap- 
thus that came to such an untimely end by the 
caving-in that took place in our yard some weeks 
since. It is not very hkely we should have ey- 
er cut it down maliciously; but as it is down, 


we are not sorry. This is always our luck ip 


misfortunes. H, 
ee oe — 
Growing and Doing. 
Growth and works are a dualty in which growth 


is major, and works minor; and the relation be- 
tween major and minor, which is familiar to us in 
other things, holds good in this case. The minor 
is for the major—works are the servant of growth, 
It is true there is a reciprocal benefit in the case: 
the more growth there is in us, the better will be 
our works; and on the other hand, the better our 
works are, the more growth there will be in us; 
but the general principle is, that works are sub- 
servient to growth; and we do not grow that we 
may work, but work that we may grow. This is 
quite an important practical principle, and one 
that will have a bearing on our whole method of 
life, when rightly understood. 

Look at Paul’s philosophy in the 4th chapter of 
Hebrews. ‘There remaincth therefore a rest to 
the people of God. For he that is entered into 
his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, 
as God did from his. Let us labor to enter into 
that rest.’ There doing is made a servant of rest; 
to lead to, and prepare for rest: rest is the ulti- 
mate good, to which labor is subservient, Now 
the rest that remaineth for the people of God, in 
the sense which all reason as well as scripture de- 
termines, is a state of quiet growth, in distinction 
from a state of volition or action. In some re- 
spects it is like sleep. Sleep is a state of being 
and of growth, but not of action. In sleep we are 
like the trees. The rest that remaineth for the 
people of God, of course is not entirely sleep; but 
it is a similar state of quietness, in which the pro- 
cess of growing predominates ; and it is superior to 
the state of trees, in that there is in it conscious- 
ness of growth, and recognition and appreciation of 
its beauty. 

If we consider closely the relations of these 
two processes, growth and works, we shall see 
that in growth we turn inward toward God, and 
in works we turn outward toward creation.— 
Action is a circumferential process of life—that 
in which life acts out from itself upon things 
around it. Growth is a process by which our 
life sucks in matter more refined than ourselves 
from God. Spiritual growth is really the growth 
of God inus. It is God identifying himself with 
us. He grows into us, fills us, and purifies us. 

There is action, i. e., motion and play of vitality, 
in growth, as really as there is in outward works; 
but it is a very different sort of activity, It is to 
the external senses, imperceptible, mysterious 
and miraculous. Outward action comes under 
the cognizance of our senses, and is thereby proved 
to be gross and mechanical. We can understand 
it; we can comprehend the sequence of cause 
and effect, in external action. But growth isa 
mystery; our understanding cannot fathom it— 
it is therefore a superior thing. 

Growth is a process particularly identified with 
the ascending fellowship, and action is a process 
identified with the descending fellowship. We 
stand between God and creation; and growth 
looks toward God, and action toward creation. 
Growth is a vital mystery ; action is a mechan- 
ical, comprehensible performance. 

It is necessary that we should act externally, 
but that necessity evidently relates to a temporary 
condition. It is while we are in contact with 
evil, with external matter, with an unfriendly 
universe, that we must work and subdue our ex- 
ternal relations. But that process is not natural: 
it is only temporary. It seems that God himself 
was under some such necessity to subdue chaos, 
and get himself into comfortable relations exter- 
nally before he could enter into his rest. or in 
other words stop his exertion outwardly and fall 
back on growth. This is to be inferred from the 
passage in Hebrews. There isthe same necessity in 
our present condition, of external exertion, con- 
quest, works, but according to Paul’s philosophy 
it is temporary with us as it was with God. It is 
not to be calculated on as the permanent and 
superior or desirable condition, but as preliminary 
to the state in which growth will be the main 
process, and action only 2 free outflow from 















vhich ex. 
62. 
sus of the 
city, and 
able. and 
the city 
ng one of 
an Ailan- 
| by the 
ne weeks 
have ey- 
is down, 
luck in 
H, 


h growth 
ation be- 
to us in 
he minor 
growth, 
he case: 
r will be 
stter our 
@ in US ; 
ire sub- 
that we 
This is 
and one 
ethod of 


apter of 
rest to 
ed into 
| works, 
er into 
of rest ; 
he ulti- 

Now 
10d, in 
ure de- 
‘inction 
me re- 
” being 
we are 
or the 
p; but 
he pro- 
rior to 
scious- 
ation of 


r these 
ull see 
d, and 
‘ion.— 
—that 
things 
h our 
selves 
rowth 
f with 
us. 
tality, 
vorks; 
t is to 
erious 
under 
roved 
‘stand 
cause 
1 isa 
it— 


with 
ocess 

We 
‘owth 
ation. 
chan- 


nally, 
orary 
with 
ndly 
r ex- 
ural: 
nself 
haos. 
xter- 
r in 
1 fall 
a the 
ty in 
con- 
yphy 
It is 
and 
nary 


rom 





THE CIRC 


ULAR. : 














yrowth. As to God, it is not true that he has 
entered into an inactive state. Christ says, 


‘My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.’ 
po yet it is evident that he did enter into 
rest, and is at rest as compared with his 
state of action at creation. Christ entered into 
rest at his resurrection and ascension to the 
Father in the same sense. He first went through 
a process of the most strenuous exertion in the 
way of subduing devils, and binding Satan, and 
securing thorough pacification of his external 
relations, and then he entered into rest; and 
though he has continued his activity in the 
superintendence of the church since, yet his state 
has been one entirely different from what it was 
in this world. It may be defined in the way we 
have described growth. The Primitive church at 
the Second Coming entered into rest in the same 
manner. They entered into a closer relation to 
God, and receded from their external relations, 
so that there was less call for action, and more 
fullness of life. The life of God was more open to 
them, and the external universe less. The bal- 
ance was so changed that growth became the 
superior process in their life, and action the infe- 
rior ; that is the true rest. 

This proposes to us the true scheme of life.— 
Qur aim should be to become growing beings, in- 
stead of working beings. People say that we 
must work—that there is an absolute necessity, a 
hungry demand for work all around us. That is 
true: and there is the peril we are in—that we 
must satisfy that hungry demand, and yet save 
our souls from it, and offer them to God to be 
filled with his life, and become vehicles of his 
growth. However, we can doit. Itis a nice 
operation ; but the wisdom of God is able to show 
us how to do all that ought to be done, and yet 
not be doing beings, but growing beings. God 
can help us to progress steadily towards his own 
state in that respect, and the state of the ran- 
somed that are with him. We need not be hin- 
dered by our work; in fact, we can make our 
work serve in the matter. If we give heed to the 
wisdom that comes from the heavens, it will teach 
us how toenter intorest while yet we do work most 
effectually. The principal thing is to wait on the 
Lord; which is precisely the attitude that re- 
cognizes growth as the main thing. Waiting on 
the Lord is a quiet, peaceful operation, that has 
the appearance of inactivity. But it is masterly 
inactivity in the truest sense—it is activity that 
is receptive, and that will give us a fullness of life 
which will make work sport, and make us so true 
to the mark in what we do, that we shall be 
much more effectual in our operations, and have 
less to do in reality in consequence of doing things 
so well and wisely. All necessary work can be 
made to increase our growth. By faith we can 
do work, and grow at the same time into the eter- 
nal rest of God. 

The common question when persons meet, is,— 
‘How do you do?’ It would be better to ask,— 
How do you grow? As long as we are growing; 
we cannot die: we are not going toward death, 
but directly from it, all the time. We may be 
doing, and still be going toward death. 
not incompatible with dying, but growing is: it is 
the perfect antithesis of death. If we can find 
any way to make the process of growth within 
us permanent, there is no possibility of death.— 
Man works himself to death. Doing exhausts his 
growing. His work is an expense and exhaustion, 
tending toward death. Works can be made to 
help increase the supply of life; but in their na- 
ture simply considered, they are expensive. 

We should hate laziness, and yet we should 
love that which can hardly be distinguished from 
it. Weshould love growth, which is a process 
somewhat adverse to action. and very different 
from the industry which is valued in the world. 
We must learn to distinguish between inactivity, 
properly so called, and true waiting on the Lord. 
They are very wide apart in the sight of God, 
though liable to be confounded by gross views. 
The true way to displace laziness and inactivity, 
is to bring in the true masterly inactivity of wait- 
ing on the Lord. The world will be a sink of la- 
ziness, in spite of all its laws and forcing pro- 

«esses, until it has more life; and life comes by 
waiting on the Lord. We must learn to make 
that distinction clearly, which the world does not 
make—to hate laziness and be prompt to criticise 
it, and resist it, as the worst enemy of God and 
man, and at the same time, be ready to profit by, 
and rejoice in, any thing that savors of the true 
rest of the spirit— faith and openness and recep- 
tivity toward God. That is further from laziness 
than any species of industry there is in the world. 
because it increases the fund of life and industry, 


Doing is 








This discrimination will teach us to have char- 
ity one toward another. Persons may feel that 
they are off the track, and that working is not 
healthy, but an ordinance of death to them; and 
they may be quictly seeking after God, and trying 
to get back on the track of healthy spiritual com- 
munication. While they are in that state, it 
looks very much like laziness, and inattention to 
the duties of life. Now we must not confouud | 
that spiritual stillness that is earnestly seeking | 
after faith and grace, with laziness. We must 
learn to distinguish it, and covperate with every 
effort of the kind that we see going on—it is a 
benefit to the whole Community. Growing is an 
action; but it is a superior kind of action—more 
miraculous and beautiful and fruitful than doing. 
| Waiting on the Lord is holding still to let him 
grow into us. 

There is another distinction that might be 
made, if we knew enough to goto the bottom of 
this subject. It is evident that all growing is car- 
ried onin the element of love—that is the mys- 
tery of growth from beginning to end. In all cases, 
at least it begins in love—the conjunction of male 
and female; and it is carried on in that element. 
Wherever there is growth in all the creation of 
God, there is the love element—the weaving to- 
gether of two lives—the Father and the Son. 
Doing is not necessarily a loving exercise. It is 
subjectively an individual product, and objectively 
may be contrary and destructive to love. 

Still we are not perfect creatures by being 
merely like the trees. Their whole value lies in 
their being: they have but one function. We have 
two, being and doing, and these two mutually help 
each other. There must be a true balance be- 
tween them, in order that we may be perfected.— 
Home-Talk. 





Repentance the Gift of God. 

The practical Bible-meaning of repentance, is, 
softness of heart, making one impressible to the 
mind of God, which may be compared to a fluid 
that can flow in and commingle with the affec- 
tions. An impenitent, unbelieving heart is hard 
and cold, not only toward God, but toward man; 
especially where the truth is presented, requiring 
one to love his neighbor as himself. This hard- 
ness of heart is produced by the spirit of Satan; 
and nothing less can subdue it than the spirit of 
Christ ; accordingly it is said—‘Him hath God 
exalted with his right hand, to be a Prince and a 
Savior, for to give repentance to Israel, and for- 
giveness of sins.’ Again, ‘In meekness instruct- 
ing those that oppose themselves; if God, perad- 
yenture, will give them repentance to the acknowl- 
edging of the truth.’ It appears from this scrip- 
ture, that God gives men repentance through his 
Son. The gift is at Christ’s disposal. And he is 
in favor, moreover, of having all receive the endless 
blessing of repentance; for it is said—‘The Lord is 
not slack concerning his promise, as some -men 
count slackness, but is long-suffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance.’ Repentance, is not 
only the gift of God, butit is a gift already 
bestowed upon the world in the gift of his Son. 

Jn looking at Christ’s spirit, we find there the 
natural fruits of genuine repentance. Christ’s 
heart was always soft and yielding—always in a 
broken, humble state, which is truly a state of 
rest. And we may be sure, therefore, that an 
honest and sincere confession of Christ in our 
hearts will in due time result in thorough repen- 
tance, producing a continuous brokenness of heart, 
out of which the waters of eternal life and love 
will flow back to their source, the bosom of God. 
a. @. 


Turn Inward. 

The world is teeming with improvements that 
have for their end the annihilation of space. Dis- 
tance is everywhere being overcome. By means 
of lightning, places thousands of miles distant are 
made, as it were, present tous. By steam, coun- 
tries separated by vast oceans are brought within 
a few days’ ride of each other. And by the teles- 
cope the stars and planets above are made to ap- 
proach near us. We can almost say in the words 
of Carlyle, “There is no Where, but all is Here, 
and we have only to wish ourselves any Where 
straightway to be There.” 

Stull, it should be remembered that the object 
every soul is striving after, (without which these 





end of all action and desire, the destiny for which 


tained outside of ourselves. 
termost parts of the earth, and have all the natu- 


external improvements would be worthless.) the| o¢ snow, and the bold yet beautiful outlines of the 


we were created—nHappiness—is not to be ob-| silence and death, far surpassed any fe nag view 
W fly to the ut-] of the Alps or any other mountain chain I ever 
arnde 4 ie saw. As seen from Roorkhee, the Himalayas 
4 | present the appearance of three distinct ranges.— 
ral elements under our control, and yet, “ Vanity | ‘The first, the Siwalik Hills, are not more than 


have no other basis of happiness. Happiness pro- 
ceeds from an ‘internal arrangement,’ and hence 
no amount of externals can produce it. Whoev- 
er, then, would realize the longings of his heart 
should /urn inward. 
he find the heaven of beauty and love. “ Behold, 
the kingdom of heaven is within you. .... Your 
bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghost.” It is 
in this inward sphere that we touch the heart of 
the universe, which is the essence of happiness. 
The beauties of creation are continually beckon- 
ing us to enter into the temple of happiness, 
where we may worship at the true shrine. w. 





Tur Putrir anp THE Press.—The eloquent 
Edward Irving once spoke on this subject in the 
following language : 

I fancy that if the Spirit of God were to 
choose out twelve men from the house of God, 
with whom to finish the great work of convert- 
ing men, especially the men of this country, 
and for that purpose were, as ona second Pen- 
tecost, to bestow upon them special gifts, the 
gift of writing powerfully would be a chief 
one; for the Press hath come to master the 
pulpit in its power; and the ability to write 
powerfully seems to me a greater accomplish- 
ment of the soldier of Christ, than the ability 
to preach powerful discourses. The one sends 
a dart, which, though well directed, may fly 
wide of the mark, and having once spent its 
strength is useless for ever; the other is the 
ancient catapulta, which will discharge you a 
thousand darts at onee in a thousand different 
directions ; and it hath an apparatus tor making 
more darts, so that it can continue to discharge 
them for ever. ‘To use this most powerful of 
intellectual and moral instruments in the ser- 
vice of Christ, is a noble ambition which should 
possess the soul of every Christian. He doth 
ina manner, multiply his soul thereby, and 
give to his idle thoughts a habitation and a 


name.”’ 
_ ——a ee ome 


ApvanceMENT.—The Bible is a_ bridge 
from things as they are to things as they ought 
to be. It takes man in the lowest state of the 
fall, and carries him to the highest point in the 
kingbom of faith. God led on the Jews step 
by step, till at the time of Christ they refused 
to take the long step before them, and were 
left in darkness: then at the Second Coming 
of Christ another great step was to be taken, 
and those who turned away from it were lett on 
the side of antiquity. So at the Reformation. 
Luther, Calvin, Wesley, and all the various 
sects, have failed of attaining the glory of the 
resurrection state, because, after taking one 
step beyond their predecessors, they stop and 
grow old, not knowing that the kingdom of 
faith is progressive—that God is always ori- 
ginal, and that in order to have fellowship with 
him, they must keep on in the path in which 
he is leading the world. There is no rest or 
peace iu stopping and growing old; and God 
does not intend there shall be, short of per- 
fection. 





== A company has been organized. with a 
capital of twelve millions of dollars, to construct 
a Railroad from New York to Canandaigua, con- 
necting at the latter place with the Canandaigua 
and Niagara Falls Road, making the distance from 
this City to the Falls some 90 miles shorter than 
the line via Albany. The Road will be 265 miles 
in length, and will run about half way between 
the Erie and Central Railroad. 





Tue Himataya Mountatns.—Bayard Taylor 
thus describes his first view of the highest moun- 
tains in the world :— 

It was about eight in the morning: an atmo- 
sphere of crystal, and not a cloud in the sky.— 
Yet something white and shining glimmered 
through the loose foliage of some trees on my 
right hand. My heart came into my mouth with 
the sudden bound it gave, when, after plunging 
through the trees like mad, tumbling into a 
ditch on the other side, and scrambling up a great 
pile of dirt. I saw the Himalayas before me! Un- 
obscured by a single cloud or a speck of vapor, 
there stood revealed the whole mountain region, 
from the low range of the Siwalik hills, about 
twenty miles distant, tv the loftiest pinnacles of 
eternal snow, which look down on China and Thi- 
bet. The highest range, though much more than 
a hundred miles distant, as the crow flies, rose as 
far into the sky as the Alps at forty miles, and 
with every glacier and chasm and spire of untrod- 
den snow as clearly defined. Their true magni- 
tude, therefore, was not fully apparent, because 
the eye refused to credit the intervening distance. 
But the exquisite loveliness of the shadows 
painted by the morning on those enormous wastes 


topmost cones, soaring to a region of perpetual 








instead of exhausting it. 


of vanities, allis vanity,” will be our cry, if we] two thousand feet in hight; the second, or Sub- 


There, and there only, will 
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| Himalayas, rise to eight or nine thousand, while 
| the loftiest peaks of the snowy range, visible from 

this point, are twenty-five thousand feet above 
| the sea. 


} 
| 
| 





InpustTRIAL Excurston.—One of the greatest 
and most interesting industrial entertainments 
came off on Thursday, the 16th inst., which we 
have for a long time noticed. It was given by the 
distinguished firm of Rogers, Ketchum, & Gros- 
|venor, of Paterson, N. J., to their workmen.— 
This firm are the most extensive locomotive en- 
gine-builders in the United States, and employ 
| 800 hands steadily in the construction of engines, 
|&e. There appears to bea kindly, good feeling 
| existing between themselves and their workmen, 
| which should especially characterize all such man- 
| ufacturing establishments, At the time of the 
| said excursion, the numerous intelligent and hardy 
|machinists, engineers, &c., had just completed a 
| large and beautiful locomotive engine, one of the 
| best upon the continent ; ‘it was got up with de- 
;spatch, andinamanner so highly satisfactory, 
| that the proprietors, upon its completion, proposed 
| that the builders in person should make a practi- 
| cal test of its power and operation ; nine cars were 
accordingly selected, to which the new engine was 
to be applied, and Mr. Hobbs, superintendent of 
the Union Road, placed in charge. The arrange- 
ments of the day were planned and carried out 
with decided satisfaction. The procession repair- 
ed at an early hour to Congress Hall, the boarding 
place of Mr. Rogers, who was most enthusiasti- 
cally greeted as the “ Pioneer of New Jersey, in 
the locomotive line,” and from thence to Jersey 
City.—Scientific American. 





Skxy.arks.—A colony of skylarks, forty-two in 
number, were recently imported from England by 
a gentleman of Delaware, with the hope of per- 
petuating the species in this country, and thus 
adding a songster of much renown to our forest 
choir. The birds flew from the place at which 
they were released in various directions, and, for 
the most part, in flocks of three to twelve, alight- 
ing mostly within sight, upon adjoining farms.— 
In all likelihood the experiment will fail, as the 
larks build their nests on the ground, and ina 
country where snakes and such varmiat are nu- 
merous, their eggs and young will be destroyed.— 
Scientific American. 

== It is stated that at the World’s Industrial 
Exhibition at Dublin, there are only two articles 
from the United States,—Colt’s revolvers, and 
Hayden’s sewing machine. The latter excites 
much attention, and no little astonishment. 





= The Sunday Times computes that, on ev- 
ery fine Sunday in summer, one-fifth of the popu- 
lation of New-York leave the city. Some twenty 
thousand find their way to Hoboken; ten thou- 
sand to Staten Island; twenty thousand to Long 
Island, and forty or fifty thousand to the various 
other summer resorts within reach of this great 
dustropolis. 





== We understand that the Vermonters get 
their green Peas early in the season, by Railroad, 
from Boston. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


FROM NEW YORK. 
Five Corners, May 26, 1853. 

—When I first read the ‘Family Talk 
on the Nicodemus Tribe’ my heart re- 
sponded to the testimony. Last Sunday 
I was reading it over again, and was sur- 
prised that | had not noticed more dis- 
tinctly, at my first reading, what D. said ; 
and I thought that possibly in the ab- 
sence of any response from me, you 
might suspect me to be one of those who 
are ashamed to confess Christ openly.— 
No indeed, I am not ashamed of the Gos- 
pel of Christ, but rather do I praise God 
for his mercy towards me, in showing me 
the way of truth—and that he has count- 
ed me worthy, if need be, to suffer shame 
for hisname, Sometimes, when I have 
felt the reproach of the world it has 
caused me distress. Then the ques- 
tion has suggested itself, Would you 
change with the most prosperous—the 
most honorable of them that know not 
God ? My heart answers, No, It were 
sweeter to suffer affliction with the peo- 
ple of God, than to enjoy all the pleas- 
ures of sin for—an eternity. And how 
comforting are Peter’s words: ‘ Think 
it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you; but rather rejoice, 
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings, that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceed- 
ing joy. If ye be reproached for the 
name of Christ, happy are ye; for the 
spirit of glory and of God resteth upon 








you.” 





The articles on the Second Coming, 
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which have appeared in the past numbers 
of the paper, have awakened in me a new 
interest—a new sense of the importance 
of a clear and steady apprehension of that 
truth. I have felt, as another witness 
has said,—‘ If the Primitive church be 
not raised, then is our faith vain:’ we are 
yet in our sins—yet subject to death.— 
But now we know that the Primitive 
church are raised; and that sin and death 
are conquered foes. I know there is 
deep meaning in this renewed discussion 
of the Second Coming. It looks like 
God’s long-suffering, in adding line upon 
line, not willing that any should perish. 
But some shut their eyes, making your So- 
cial Theory a sufficient excuse for turning 
away from the truth in the Cireular.— 
My own case ought to be an evidence to 
them that God is with those who follow 
Christ with you. 

It was the general impression here last 
summer, that I was going todie; and in- 
deed it appears to me now, that I was 
partly, if not wholly in Hades. In the 
fall I began to testify my belief in the 
power of Christ to raise me up. A. P. 
told me that my appearance was not very 
favorable to such an idea, (I had taken 
cold, and brought on my old complaint, 
the bronchitis; so that I was not able te 
speak aloud much of the time during the 
winter.) I told A. that my condition 
was no discouragement to faith. If 
Christ was able to raise the dead, he was 
also able to raise the sick; and I should 
trust him. I had not made any reference 
to Oneida, buthe immediately replied, 
‘I do not believe any thing about their 
overcoming death at Oneida;’ and said if 
any of them were to live until they were 
an hundred years old, he would then be- 
lieve they might overcome death. I said 
that I should want stronger evidence than 
that to rest my faith upon—that nothing 
short of seeing that it was the purpose of 
God, would be evidence to me that death 
could be overcome.* 

J. ©. came to our house in the spring, 
and expressed some surprise at seeing me 
look so well. He asked me if I had used 
medicines. I said that I had not—that 
faith in Christ, and my fellowship with 
the Association, had restored me thus far. 
He then said that when he saw me last 
fall, he was satisfied that I was beyond 
the reach of all human aid; and told his 
wife that I must die, unless I could find 
help in God. Now what kind of a being 
do they think the God of Israel is? Do 
they think that he has fellowship with in- 
iquity—that they can thus turn away 
from you, while yet they are obliged to 
acknowledge God’s power with you, and 
those connected with you? 

June 16.—Mrs. N’s letter was a gift 
from God to me. I felt that it came in 
answer to prayer, and I said, I will not 
distrust God again; and I now confess 
Christ in me a Savior from unbelief.— 
The past winter has been one of conflict, 
but I have been conscious of an increase 
of faith and strength in the trial. I do 
thank God that we can sit down and 
commune with believers, through the 
paper. I have been interested in read- 
ing the reprint headed the ‘ Way of Sal- 
vation; I can appreciate it better than 
when it was first printed. 

Desoran A. HALe. 
“€A noble answer ; The question is not whether the Oneidians 
shall live or die, but whether Christ shall reign? We remem- 
ber a time when there were men in Genoa who pledged them- 


selves to accept Christ inthe place of death. Have they for- 
gotten what they meant by that? J. HON, 


FROM VERMONT. 
Putney Community, June 19, 1853. 

Dear Bro C.:—Your very kind letter 
was duly received, and your hearty ex- 
pressions of faith and love, reciprocated 
and appreciated. I thank God for you 
and the relation we sustain to each other 
in the kingdom of God. You are indeed 
a part of myself, and it 1s joyful to think 
we cannot be separated—the same blood 
will be our life forever; we shall be fed 
from the same table, and be surrounded 
with the same atmosphere of love. What 


signifies time or space tous? We are 
hastening unto the full demonstration of 
the purpose of God in the removal of 
every obstruction to free, unchanging love. 
Who shall separate us? Echo answers 
Who? With such relations and such a 
purpose, ‘having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water,’ we are enabled 
to begin to reckon up the riches of our 
inheritance in the saints; and to en- 
ter upon the fields of glory that open 
to us as heirs of the Divine nature.— 
Eternal glory covers the whole. pros- 
pect before us; and our faith and 
hope are the very substance of things to 
come ; and love, deposited in the vault 
of our hearts, is the specie basis which 
gives us circulation in the region far above 
all heavens, and opens the entrance 
through every prison door where God has 
good and honest hearts. 

I know you will not think these ex- 
pressions high-sounding or superficial ; 
but will recognize them as rays of truth 
which penetrate the darkness of this 
world, and as an index to the spirit groan- 
ing for utterance from the great deep of 
central truth. My spirit cannot utter its 
interior throes, but lifts like a volcano for 
the removal of the ‘face of the covering 
cast over all people” God has put his 
ambition into me, and I love to contem- 
plate coéperation with his work in the 
community-spirit: and I believe he is 
making me deliberate and intelligent, and 
will improve my heart and intellect as his 
own property. I have abundant evidence 
that he has chosen to make me edifying, 
and I have chosen to let him do so, in 
what way he pleases. I believe that God 
has entered upon the direct administra- 
tive direction of the Press, establishing 
the Circular on the basis of freedom, and 
inviting freedom to it and in it: that he 
has organized a nation, appointed an ad- 
ministration, and enlisted an army, under 
a code of discipline which trains hearts to 
unitary action, and the use of spiritual 
weapons: that the great love-battery, 
established above all heavens when Christ 
ascended there, has extended into com- 
munication with the earth, and is dis- 
charging heaven’s own electricity, while 
many hearts increase its volume, and di- 
rect its current to the decomposition of 
Satanic coalition ;—~separating honest 
hearts from the power of unbelief, and 
giving freedom of access to the Spirit of 
truth: that an effectual door of utter- 
ance is now opened from far above all 
heavens, and the tabernacle of God is 
with men, in whom God’s long-suffering 
and patience are manifest, while execution 
upon evil is as the lightning’s flash. 

These are facts that go to demonstrate 
that the devil is not almighty by consid- 
erable, even in this world ; and I have a 
very strong impression that, though he 
may be as belligerent and as conservative 
as Santa Anna, he will find every foot of 
land on which the pilgrims trod as hot as 
melted lava, and his transformation to 
light shall only discover his hideousness ; 
and I have enlisted into the godly mob- 
ocracy to pitch him outside of all God’s 
creation, Let no one try to make me be- 
lieve that I have any sympathy with him. 
I confess Christ my Sovereign and Love. 
L. Houisrer. 


FROM MASSACHUSETTS. 
== The following letter is a response to a 
criticism. The writer being in a good deal of 
spiritual tribulation wrote to Brooklyn for help. 
As the best way to answer her petition, the fami- 
ly,who had some acquaintance with her, took pains 
to dissect her character, and criticise it, and send 
her a report of the result. While we hear com- 
plaints occasionally against our system of criticism, 
the fruits of it are a continual voice in its favor. 
Barnstable, June 9, 1853. 
—I received your kind letter of May 16: 
it did me good. I thank you for it.— 
My feelings may be expressed by a 
quotation from a Home-Talk of Mr. N.’s; 
I think I can endorse every word of it:— 
“T want to do justice to my benefactors, 





and first of all to Jesus Christ. My heart 





longs to acknowledge that credit is due 
to him for all the evidences we have seen 
of his miraculous power among us, for all 
the beauties and benefits of Association, 
and for all the good we receive.” I think 
your view of my case was true, and yours 
were words spoken in season. I am 
quite certain that another step has been 
taken by me in an ascending direction, 
and though after passing through the tri- 
al of its magnitude and quality, it is con- 
siderably less than my enthusiastic and 
fanatical temperament imagined it to be, 
yet I am grateful to our Father in heaven 
that it is as great as it is. I never ap- 
prehended Christ in us the hope of glory 
as I do now—never was my ambition so 
earnest to become spiritual and a sound- 
minded woman; and I believe I shall be 
one through Christ strengthening me. 
Scales have fallen from my eyes which 
have adhered to them from the beginning 
of my course as a spiritualist; and last 
night I was humbled—O, how humbled— 
while my whole life passed in review be- 
fore me, and I could not but exclaim, Was 
ever a soul sounworthy? For a moment 
I was crushed to the earth. It was but 
for a moment; and Jesus Christ, my Sa- 
vior, stood ready ‘to heal and to bless, 
and to sanctify to me my deepest distress.’ 
I am Mary, even a Mary who has had 
much forgiven, and now (nor yet for the 
first time either) my heart seems almost 
bursting with the deep and strong desire 
I feel to ove much. My feet are taken 
from the horrible pit and miry clay, and 
placed upon the rock, and my goings es- 
tablished, and a new song put inte my 
mouth, even praise. In my heart is a re- 
quest, which I feel somewhat delicate 
about making; it is that you would favor 
me with another criticism, either in print 
or manuscript, but I lay no claim to the 
privilege. I will close by repeating your 
wish for me, that grace and peace may be 
multiplied to youall. Mary Tosey. , 


FROM CONNECTICUT. 
Hartford, June 20, 1853. 

—I feel that it is due to the Spirit of 
truth, and to its friends connected with 
the Circular, that I should acknowledge 
my gratitude for the kind and friendly 
visits of the Circular since the time I 
requested it, just previous to the destruc- 
tion of its printing office by fire. I wish 
also to communicate a little of my experi- 
ence connected with its welcome visits. 

My father had been a subscriber to the 
paper for some time, before I was old 
enough to make choice of the Spirit of 
truth for my counselor and instructor.— 
The paper continued its visits, and when 
in the form of the Spiritual Magazine, 
it first caught my attention, I was what 
was called a Second Advent believ- 
er, expecting every year, at least that 
the next would find me an inhabitant 
of an incorruptible, eternal home up- 
on the restored earth, together with all 
the angels and saints from every clime as 
my associates, literally. Little did I then 
realize the oftice-work of the Holy Ghost. 
My mind was enraptured with strong an- 
ticipations of immediately entering my 
eternal home; and as the time predicted 
passed by, it found my attention turned 
from any desire to pursue the pleasures 
of this world, I felt desires springing 
up within me which could not be satisfied 
with outward things—I was aspiring af- 
ter holiness of heart—something by which 
I might be able to claim my right and re- 
lation to the kingdom of God and its sub- 
jects, so that if I should be one of the 
subjects of the translating power, I should 
feel perfectly at home after such a change. 
I was very soon made to realize that I 
little knew the work of redemption which 
was necessary to be wrought in me ere I 
was a fit associate for the children of the 
kingdom. This drew my mind more par- 
ticularly to the perusal of the Magazine, 
which met the desires of the spirit which 
was working within, and proved a bless- 
ing to me, leading me, in union with the 
Bible, to seek for the attainment of the 





kingdom within me. After this there 








was quite a length of time that the paper 
ceased to come to us; and until then, | 
did not know the value of it; but having 
tasted of its fruit sufficient to know that 
there was life-virtue in it, my appetite 
increased, and led me to make a fresh ap- 
plication for it, and I have received it up 
to this time. It has proved a source of 
much comfort and pleasure to my soul. 
Thanks be unto God, : 

Many of my Advent friends have es- 
teemed it as a witness against me, that I 
should have any fellowship with a paper 
or people that scatter so much error on 
different points of faith, &c., &c. Some 
have called, and upon noticing it as it lay 
upon the table or elsewhere, would ex- 
claim,—‘ Do you take this paper?’ I re- 
ply, ‘I do; and choose to read it in pref- 
erence to any paper I know of. ‘ But 
can you believe that the Second Advent 
has taken place long ago, as these people 
affirm?’ I reply that I cannot, for vari- 
ous causes. ‘Then why do you receive it 
at all?’ To which I reply,—‘ These peo- 
ple believe in a present Savior; that 
heis, as well as was, Iam sure; and 
if I secure all the testimony in the spirit 
of him that is, I shall secure all that is 
valuable in the testimony of him that is 
to come; so that that matter does not 
vex or trouble me.’ 

I believe that so long as there isa 
pilgrim stranger, an oppressor and op- 
pressed, without or within, so long as 
death is in the land, and the inhabitants 
mourn, so long as iniquity abounds,—so 
long, it remains unfulfilled: ‘O death I 
will be thy plague, O grave, I will be thy 
destruction.’ ‘The last enemy that shall 
be destroyed, is death.’ I believe there- 
fore that the promise remains sure for 
the future—‘I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself.’ I do not feel 
satisfied, by the ‘ Talks about the Second 
Coming,’ that the event is in the past; 
but still view it ‘ nigh, even at the door;’ 
yet if I were convinced to the contrary, I 
would earnestly embrace what is truth. 

I do find much testimony in the paper 
that meets with a response in me, and 
such I am strongly united with. The 
testimony of ‘ inspiration,’ ‘ special provi- 
dences,’ and the‘ power of healing by faith 
in God,’ I am a living witness to, to the 
praise of God alone. I can testify also to 
some of the blessings connected with the 
‘community-spirit.’ The Spirit of truth in 
me rejoicesin that principle as the effect of 
righteousness, yet I sometimes doubt 
whether I am sufficiently divested of sel- 
fishness to make such a life harmonious 
throughout. I believe the grace of God 
is working in me to this effect, and when 
it has had its way and stood the test, He 
will choose my inheritance for me, and I 
shall be satisfied with his choice. I love 
the spirit of faithful criticism,—lI find that 
it wounds and it heals—it is a principle 
that I intend by the help of God to sus- 
tain both by precept and example, be- 
lieving it to be a sure means of christian 
family progress, intended to bring us all 
to the place where we can strike the same 
notes without any sensations of discord. 

I submit these lines to your criticism, 
willing that you should dispose of them 
according to the rule. We as a family 
have found that it is good and profitable 
to hearken to the admonition, ’ Be not 
forgetful to entertain strangers,’ and if 
any of the friends from your quarters 
should feel disposed to call and see us, 
you have the freedom so todo. I enclose 
three dollars, and desire that the paper 
may continue. Though I have received it 
as a free gift, I feel it is but right that 
I make some returns. With warm and 
hearty thanks to all concerned, yours 
in the love of spiritual progress, 

Jutra H. Barter. 

A good spirit looking through a thick veil !— 
Stick to your good instincts as you have done, and 
they will at last lead you out of the mists of your 
understanding. Millerism was routed by God’s 
facts long ago; and to us it is ludicrous to see the 
present persistence of its broken regiments. But 
it is a good soldier that don’t know when he is 
beat. God bless you where youare. [Ed. Cir. 














i 2 Som Ge ae Me ee oe 


ea no ahi om . 


o~ 





